
BLOGS HOT TOPICS PRODUCTS AWARDS & EVENTS

  Digg This

Talk Back

Post a Comment

No comments posted

Related Articles

Colorado vNet

Meyda Tiffany

Bosch Power Tools &

Accessories

CSH, Custom Service

Hardware

SmartDraw

[View All]

HousingZone Most

Popular Stories

2010 Professional Builder

Housing's Giants Survey

Optimistic Lennar Dumps

$1.1 Billion Credit Line

Top 5 Most Affordable U.S.

Housing Markets

Survey: Builders Fear

Loss of Sales From New

FHA Guidelines

BALA 2009 Home of the

Year

Report Offers Predictions,

Demographic Trends That

Will Affect Housing

Setting and Monitoring

Sales Benchmarks Helps

Home Builders Succeed

11 Tips for Mastering

Building Envelope Design

A Look at American

Castles

5 Ways to Maintain a

Work/Life Balance

Sidebars:

Products

Six Showpiece Kitchens That Maximize Functionality

Practical As Well As Pretty, These Upscale Kitchens Offer Clutter-busting Storage Solutions And User-friendly

Layouts.

By Susan Bady, Senior Editor

March 1, 2010

Custom Builder

These kitchens maximize storage, functionality, light and views — and they’re

beautiful, too.

Family Affair

This vacation home accommodates a large family, weekend guests

and holiday celebrations. The owners wanted their kitchen to be

open to the great room — with its wall of glass overlooking a lake —

as well as the dining room and porches. The resulting space is

relaxed, informal and totally functional. To provide a visual break,

the kitchen has a porcelain tile floor that abuts the hardwood flooring

in the dining room. The high-gloss wood ceiling gives the room a

warm ambiance.

A large island with a prep sink and seating for six is the centerpiece

of the room. The custom Douglas fir cabinets have a beaded face

frame and a clear-coat, natural finish. The cabinets over the range

have an etched pine-tree motif that reflects the name of the property,

Piney Point, and is repeated in various places in the home’s interior

and exterior. 

In addition to numerous built-in display nooks, there is plentiful

storage space in the cabinets around the appliances and under the

island. Behind a frosted glass door is a large, walk-in pantry that

provides more space for storage and food preparation. With fewer

cabinets in the kitchen itself, the builder and architect were able to

spec oversized windows that give the space a light, airy feel.

Location: Maine

Builder: Howell Custom Building Group, Lawrence, Mass.

Architect: Laine M. Jones Design, W. Newbury, Mass.

Photographer: Brian Vanden Brink

A Sea of Green

After entering this kitchen through a vestibule that

showcases beautiful custom glasswork, the first thing you

notice are the warm wood cabinets made of straight-

grain, quarter-sawn maple with a two-tone dye stain

finish. The wood provides a counterpoint to the

sea-green granite countertops and glass-tile backsplash.

The cabinets and counters stretch along the south wall,

pulling the room westward to a sliding glass door and

views of the lanai and landscape.
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Reclaimed floors made of seven different wood species give the room an expansive, open feel. The wood grain aligns
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with the angled walls and island. The tile backsplash, which runs full height from counter to ceiling around the

window, draws the eye upward to the dramatic, arched ceiling. Lighting at the upper cabinets and soffits further

accentuates the ceiling.

Other features include extra storage space, a built-in TV set and a dumbwaiter that services the exterior deck on the

second floor.

Location: San Diego

Builder: Charco Construction, San Diego

Architect: Prater Architecture, San Diego

Photographer: Brent Haywood Photography Divine Intervention

This contemporary kitchen was remodeled for an avid

cook and baker who wanted a larger space with better

traffic flow and functionality. Designers Mariette Barsoum

and Heidi Marika-Perez of Divine Kitchens removed walls

and flipped the location of the existing kitchen and dining

room to open up the space and take advantage of lake

views at the rear of the home.

The result is a stunning 266-square-foot kitchen,

drenched in natural light and designed in sections for

different activities (a small vegetable sink for food

preparation, an island for cooking and dining, and a

baking center across from the oven). The children have

storage cubbies that are hidden behind doors when not

in use, and there's an oversized blackboard for shopping

lists and messages. Appliances are also concealed behind cabinet doors, pocket doors and panels that lift up and out

for easy access. Best of all, the island is positioned so that the client can enjoy views of the lake and plenty of

sunlight while she cooks.

The tigerwood flooring is the same material that was used in the client's family-room makeover: 5-inch planks with an

orange undertone. To break up the expanse of island, it's topped with concrete (stained blue) on the cooking section

and wood on the dining section. Cabinets are finished in both natural and dark stains. "We used cherry veneer as well

as Shaker style to mix it up," says Barsoum. 

The remodel won a Contractor of the Year (COTY) award from the National Association of Remodeling Industries in

2009.

Location: Sutton, Mass.

Builder/designer: Divine Kitchens, Westborough, Mass.

Photographer: Loretta Berardinelli

Well Connected

Design/build firm Streeter & Associates stepped up to the

challenge of remodeling this kitchen with minimal impact

on the building envelope. The existing kitchen was a

compartmentalized space that the owners wanted to

open up to take advantage of views to the outside. It was

also closed off from the rest of the house. Designer Jeff

Lindgren made the new kitchen the center of the home.

Transom windows were added and many of the old

windows and doors were replaced. The new kitchen has

two walnut islands with 2-inch-thick, site-poured concrete

countertops. Their weight required some reinforcing of

the existing floor joists and restructuring some joists on

the point loads, Lindgren says. The island opposite the

60-inch range has a section of walnut butcher block and

serves as a command center for Mom. The second island

has a large, 40-inch trough bar sink, trash and recycling

bins and a refrigerator/freezer for the kids’ drinks and snacks. The ash wood floor was painted; then the paint was

rubbed off to give it a grayish tone. A hand-curved monorail lighting system completes the picture. 

“We basically formulated our own definition of transitional in this home,” says Lindgren.

The project included a large walk-in pantry and separate wine bar just off the adjacent hallway, and ample seating

and counter space for food preparation, family meals and entertaining.

Location: Minneapolis

Builder: Streeter & Associates, Wayzata, Minn.

Designer: Streeter Renovation & Design, Wayzata, Minn.

Photographer: Henke Studio

Logged Into Luxury
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Golden Eagle Log Homes went all out with this showcase

home on a lake in Wisconsin. The kitchen is a show in

itself: Solid, knotty alder cabinets with a natural stain are

42 inches tall, staggered in depth, and matched by alder

windows.

The island has an antique look with its aged, ebony stain

and carved legs. Adding to the impression of

timelessness is a piecrust farm sink and an arched,

decorative range hood.

Location: Lake Petenwell, Wis.

Builder/designer: Golden Eagle Log Homes, Wisconsin

Rapids, Wis.

Photographer: Golden Eagle Log Homes

Tudor, With an Edge

A mix of high-tech modern and traditional elements gives

the kitchen of this English Tudor style home an edgy,

commercial cooking environment that doesn’t feel cold.

The stainless steel, separate refrigerator and freezer

units and all-in-one sink and counter complement earthy

materials such as a gray slate floor, reclaimed wood

ceiling beams and dark walnut-stained island cabinetry.

The large island offers maximum functionality with its

under-cabinet storage, hidden microwave and vegetable

sink. It also has space for counter stolls, creating an

informal eating area, and is ideal for multiple cooks or

caterers. 

A painted brick wall adds subtle texture and a loft-like

feel. Instead of upper cabinets, shelves were used to

provide easy access to dishes. A large hutch with glass

doors fits between the refrigerator and freezer for display and additional storage. Topping it all off is a double-sided

stone fireplace that makes the room cozy on chilly days.

Location: Houston

Builder: Thompson Custom Homes, Houston

Architect: Robert Dame Designs, Houston

Photographer: Tria Giovan Photography
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Family Affair

Appliances: Bosch, GE, Sub-Zero, Wolf Cabinetry: Custom Countertops: Granite Faucets: Newport Brass

Flooring: Daltile Sink: Kohler

Divine Intervention

Appliances: Gaggenau Cabinetry: Custom Countertops: Concrete Faucets: Dornbracht Flooring: Custom

Sinks: Houzer

Tudor, With an Edge

Appliances: Bosch, Maytag, Sub-Zero, Wolf Cabinetry: Osborne Cabinets Countertops: Caesarstone Faucets:

Danze, Hansgrohe, Rohl Flooring: Custom Floors Unlimited Sinks: Blanco

A Sea of Green

Cabinetry: Custom Countertops: Granite Flooring: Custom

Logged Into Luxury

Appliances: Fisher & Paykel, Sub-Zero, Wolf Cabinetry: Bertch Countertops: Granite (wood butcher block on

island) Faucets: Moen Flooring: Shaw Sink: Mansfield Windows: Vetter

Well Connected

Appliances: Sharp, Sub-Zero, Wolf Cabinetry: Custom Countertops: Concrete, granite Lighting: Tech
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